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57 ABSTRACT
(*) Notice:  Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 A special BIOS includes a program application manager
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. (PAM) and a file system structure (FSS) that points to
addresses on a mass storage device (MSD) for an application
(21) Appl. No.: 09/336,352 and at least one presentation playable by the application. The
BIOS calls the PAM on startup, and the PAM checks for an
(22) Filed: Jun. 18, 1999 application, and finding same loads and executes the appli-
cation before loading the operating system (OS). In a
Related U.S. Application Data preferred embodiment the FSS is programmable, and the
system after OS boot is started checks MSD devices for new
(63)  Continuation-in-part of application No. 08/988,603, filed on FSS parameters, and finding same loads the parameters to
Dec. 10, 1997. the programmable FSS of the BIOS. In some embodiments
(51) Int. CL7 oo GO6F 9/445 parameters may cause presentations and associated applica-
(52) US.Cl oo, 713/2; 713/1; 713/100;  tions to be accessed and executed in a rotating or serial order.
710/104; 709/220 In other embodiments the BIOS represents its own address
(58) Field of Search .........c.cccoccoceenennce 713/1, 2, 100, space in RAM to the OS at OS boot to include the
709/220, 221, 222; 710/8, 10, 104; 711/170, application, enabling the application to continue to execute
173; 717/11 during OS boot. In further embodiments a special driver is
executed after OS boot to bind the application into the OS
(56) References Cited configuration so the application may continue to operate in
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a stable manner.
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